
State of the District—MSBSD: Being the best school district 

Superintendent’s Corner 

Dear Mat-Su students, families, and community stakeholders,   
   

As fall winds nip the air and the Alaska State Fair winds down, we are pleased with the beginning of 
this school year. Our students, faculty members, support staff, administrators, and community 
partners are on track to meet new goals this year. Already, enrollment in our 45 schools is strong, and 
we expect more students before the official 20-day count period in October.  

As superintendent of the Mat-Su Borough School District, I know that our District faces challenges of 
growth, fiscal challenges of finding resources to meet changing needs, and challenges of allocating all 
resources equitably across a large and diverse Borough. Committed to the success of every child 
living in the Mat-Su Borough, the School Board and administration continue seeking ways to offer 
more services, stronger educational options, and charting a clear path of excellent learning. At our 
recent “Fair Friday” professional development and Opening Day, all 2,000 plus employees of the 
MSBSD met to renew the vision and mission of our District, coalescing around common goals for all 
our children. I want to share the State of the District with you. 

This summer, the MSBSD School Board renewed its commitment to being the best public school 
district in the State of Alaska and even in the nation. Three goals steering the District this year 
include: 

 Honor and provide support for teachers—some of our society’s most revered individuals are 
teachers who honor their profession every day; who doesn’t remember a favorite teacher?  

 Enhance equity of cyber learning amongst schools—the District builds a strategy for bringing 
opportunities to every Mat-Su school. 

 Inform and enhance the community sense of pride, ownership, and confidence in the District—
this goal is achievable only through the continued commitment of every Borough resident to 
strengthen community ties and partnerships, working for the greater good of every school. 

 
As parents and community members, I want you to have a clear picture of the MSBSD. We educate 
about 17,500 students at 45 school sites; we follow sound educational practice of offering a 
standardized curriculum for our students, yet foster uniquely customized delivery of material at every 
school. Continuing our strong commitment to academic innovation, parent public school choice, and 
excellent customer service, you can know the “why” for what we do as a District.  

 Academic innovation is the renewal of public education through maximizing the changing ways 
in which our children relate to the world and approach their learning.  

 Parental choice in public education is paramount and we offer many programs at our 45 
schools; all paths support the mission to prepare students for success. Administrators and 
District staff are constantly challenged to “be your best and find your niche for your students.”  

 Excellent customer service is more than a slogan in the District; we know that we use other 
people’s money to accomplish goals. We are responsive to our school communities as well as 
accountable to the public we serve.  

 
80% of District funds go into human resources—we know that public education is a human resource 
“business.” We honor the community investment in public education and work to sustain sound fiscal 
policies and fiscal efficiency to get the job done. 
 
During our opening day professional development, community members were invited to come and ask 
questions and find answers that resonant in our Mat-Su communities. By providing answers to these 
questions, we can help you be better informed about the programs and initiatives we have undertaken 
in the District over the last few years. As we demonstrate our return-on-investment, our State 



Comprehensive schools 
“This is what I may be most proud 

of,” says Mat-Su Superintendent, Dr. 

Deena M. Paramo. “Schools create 

great places for students to grow. In 

Mat-Su, we do that!” 

In CTE preparation alone, our 

students earned 1200 tech prep 

credits over the last five years. 

legislature and Borough Assembly have appropriated funds for specific educational programs, 
extending our student learning, which include: 
 

 Preschool—exciting news this year is that we have 120 new seats for preschool children.  With 
more resources, we can provide an aligned curriculum for literacy and for math. We know that 
it is wise to spend money on other things than remediation so we pour the energy and 
resources in the front doors. 

 JROTC—we honor our veterans for your service to our country and your dedication to 
providing veterans’ services. We want you to know that in Mat-Su, though the U.S. 
Department of Defense pulled back funding for new programs, our State Legislators provided 
funds so that we can continue building service through two Junior Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (JROTC) programs: at Colony High School for over 20 years now, the District houses 
the award-winning Army JROTC, and at Wasilla High School, in its second year with a waiting 
list of students is the Air Force JROTC.  

 College-ready students—knowing that every student needs to be as prepared as possible for 
continuing education through college, technical training, on-the-job learning, and more, we 
provide a strong, solid base for academic readiness: 

 National Math and Science Initiative (NMSI) is a national program which receives industry and 
academic support, building capacity in our teachers which is the key to public school reform. 

 APEX Learning™ is a value-added on-line learning program 
that provides for maximum delivery options for 
individualized and equitable student learning. 

 Alaska Middle College School—our newest school which 
opened in 2012 is a partnership with the University of 
Alaska Anchorage providing Mat-Su juniors and seniors an 
opportunity to graduate with a high school diploma and an 
associates’ degree. This school is for the focused student 
who has the personal drive to succeed while saving his/her 
parents money. 

 Comprehensive neighborhood schools—Mat-Su schools 
offer a wide variety of learning in the visual and dramatic 
arts, physical education/sports, clubs and activities, and in 
music, including one of the only marching bands in Alaska, 
Colony High School Knights. 

 Career and Technical Education (CTE)—helping students be industry and work-ready, Mat-Su’s 
award-winning Career & Technical High School offers a comprehensive academic program as 
well as industry certifications for students in Certified Nursing Assistants (CNA), CISCO, A+, N+, 
automotive tech, culinary arts, and construction trades. Additionally, we design and build houses 
from the ground up, getting ready to sell the 20th CTE home! 

 School Bond Update—Three years ago this fall, Mat-Su voters passed the largest single capital 
improvement bond package, topped at $214 million. Funding six new school facilities and 
upgrades at all local schools, this bond also provides for the new turf fields and track 
improvements at the four large comprehensive high schools, Palmer High, Colony High, Wasilla 
High, and Houston High. With the provision of these new turf fields and tracks, the State 
Legislature has provided the way for Mat-Su schools to once again host State athletic events! 
By bringing more visitors to the Valley, there is more money in the pockets of local business 
owners! 



Comprehensive programs 
“STEM learning occurs at every school 

through a variety of methods, including 

solid core teaching and specialized 

learning programs,” said Dr. Paramo.  

Through our partnership with the 

University of Alaska Anchorage, the 

Alaska Native Science and 

Engineering Program (ANSEP) is 

becoming a model for the entire 

State, thanks to the work of our 

teachers and students. 

Comprehensive upgrades 
“Focusing on providing equitability in 

facilities and materials at all 45 schools, 

the District undertook a walk-thru audit 

of all the furniture and equipment at 

every school,” explains Dr. Paramo. 

“Providing clean and new desks, tables, 

chairs, and more for our students at all 

of our schools demonstrates our 

commitment to the well-being and care 

of every student.”  

At Burchell High School, a proven 

special mission school, new furniture 

and remodeled spaces provide more 

appropriate learning spaces for 

students. 

 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM)—
providing cutting edge academic growth for our students in 
several models, including school within a school, programs at 
all District middle schools, pathways at our Career & Technical 
High School, and beginning in our primary schools.  

 Safe and Civil Schools—renewing our commitment to 
school safety, we have brought the community together with the 
District, matching the 
resources with the 
needs: 
1. Safety and security 
upgrades at all our 
facilities providing 
through a voter-
approved bond, continue 
to provide a safer 
environment for our 
students and staff.  
2. Partnerships with 

community first 
responders help keep 

our parents and residents informed and involved in school 
safety. 
3. Incident Command System (ICS) training for all 
administrators builds a responsive first-line team to care for 
students. 
4. School procedures—monitoring and modifying the way we do business in schools from the front 
door to every classroom door, we know that school safety is the number one priority for the District 
and our parents. 
5. School culture—an ongoing primary focus for our schools is to create a school climate where 
students absolutely know that there are adults who care about their learning, but most importantly, 
adults who personally care about students. 

 

Capturing Kids’ Hearts—a District challenge provided by The Flippen Group© pairs 
academic learning with personal support 

 
 
As always, my door is open. If you would like to learn more about student progress, District 
programs, or educational issues, attend School Board meetings or listen to them live, broadcast 
and live-streamed by Radio Free Palmer. As winter is coming, you will want to stay informed about 
upcoming school events, and in the case of extreme weather, school closures. That information is 
always available early in the morning on local radio stations, Anchorage television broadcasts, on 
social media, including Facebook and Twitter, and at the District website at www.matsuk12.us. 
Stay informed and be involved. Your schools appreciate your support and need your commitment 
to our children’s education. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.matsuk12.us/

