
Moral Dilemma: Busted...
Maya knew she was busted as soon as she saw the school’s Assistant Principal walking toward 
her. She was at her friend’s school dance and they had gone to a “pre-party” beforehand. Maya 
wasn’t a big partier but she had shared a couple of drinks with some of her friends and now 
was about to be busted. The Assistant Principal approached her and said that she looked like 
she was unsteady on her feet. Maya tried the think fast and replied that she had played in a 
soccer game that day and was sore. The Assistant Principal then asked for her name and what 
school she went to, and commented that she smelled alcohol on Maya’s breath. Maya told her 
what school she was from and that she had not been drinking. The Assistant Principal began to 
explain that she would have to call Maya’s school the next day with her suspicions but was 
interrupted by a group of students. As she turned to answer them, Maya slipped out the door of 
the school.

Maya was panicked. She was pretty sure the Assistant Principal would have no trouble finding 
out her name. Her friend came out to find her and told her to stay calm. Her friend explained 
that the Assistant Principal probably wouldn’t even call and that she couldn’t be busted 
because she didn’t break any rule on her own school campus. This might have calmed another 
seventeen year old down but not Maya. Both teachers and peers respected her at her school for 
her academics and her integrity.   She volunteered every weekend in her neighborhood Head 
Start program and was captain of the varsity soccer team. She felt like she would let so many 
people down if they found out what she had done. She already felt like she had let herself 
down. She had so far to fall. Why did she have to risk it all in such a stupid way?

Maya couldn’t believe this was happening. She felt like she was watching herself. She would 
do anything to take back those drinks now, but thinking like that was wasting time. If her 
parents found out, she could kiss her social life good bye. If her teachers found out, they would 
all look at her differently. Her friend’s advice was to do nothing and hope that Maya’s school 
wouldn’t get a call from the Assistant Principal. If she did, then she could either deny it, or 
come clean. But, there was no sense in turning herself in at this point. That seemed like a big 
gamble to Maya. Still panicked, Maya tried examining her choices and playing them out. For 
example, if she were to go talk to the Assistant Principal at her own school before she received 
the phone call, that action would be consistent with the character and integrity she showed her 
school community. That might lessen the consequences or, at least, alleviate the fear and guilt 
that was freaking her out. On the other hand, she had broken no school rules on her own 
campus or school sponsored event. Would she be creating drama where there might never be 
drama?  Maya was confused and overwhelmed. 

She needed to come up with an action plan before school tomorrow.  What should Maya 
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Moral Dilemma: Discussion Prompts

• If you were Maya’s best friend and had her best interest at heart, what would 
you suggest she do?

• If you were her parent, what do you think you would suggest she do?

• What would she have to lose if she turned herself in?

• What would she have to lose if she didn’t?

• Have you or someone you know ever been in a similar situation to this? 
What happened and how did it turn out? Did you or that person feel regret or 
pride in the choice made?

• Do any of you feel Maya is over reacting to this situation? Why or why not?
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